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Color Ceremony. Troops from the Household Division in brilliant scarlet, blue or gold and wearing black
bearskins or gleaming brass headgear on Household Cavalry horses are reviewed by the Queen, seen here
in a horse-drawn carriage. The event marks the sovereign’s official birthday—a custom which began in 1805.

Hoof Moisture A Concern With Road Horses

In downtown London, 13 British Army farriers keep
200 horses well shod for ceremonial parade duty.

By Frank Lessiter, Editor/Publisher

YOU WOULDN'T EXPECT to see
downtown London traffic grind to
a halt, but it happens several times
each day as a British Army
mounted regiment pulls out onto
the streets for ceremonial activi-
ties, parades and a variety of

special historical performances.

The British institution known as
the Household Cavalry keeps 210
horses in London, 30 at Windsor
Castle and 20 head pastured on
grass at Bodney Camp in Norfolk,
England.

At the vast multi-story Hyde
Park Household Cavalry Mounted
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Regiment barracks in downtown
London, 141 members of the Life
Guards and 142 members of the
Blues and Royals mounted regi-
ments handle a wide variety of cer-
emonial duties. In addition, a
Headquarters Squadron includes
farriers, cooks, drivers, saddlers,
equestrian instructors, medics and
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HORSES HITTING THE ROAD. It's a daily routine to see horses leav
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the high rise complex in downtown London that holds the Household
Cavalry and its more than 200 horses and nearly 300 Army personnel.

the Regimental Veterinary Officer.

The mounted regiment provides
the Queen’s Life Guard which
leaves the barracks each day at
10:30 a.m. to arrive at Horse
Guards promptly at 11:00 a.m. Be-
fore leaving, the horses and men
are inspected to make sure they
meet the highest standards. This at-
tention to detail is applied to all
Household Cavalry activities
which requires hours of cleaning,
polishing, grooming and other es-
sential preparations.

There are 13 Army farriers in

the Household Cavalry, including
nine men stationed in downtown
London and three shoers at Wind-
sor Castle. Eight farriers serve as
apprentices along with five fully
qualified Army shoers.

Farrier Work Rules

The farriers are expected to shoe
10 horses a day, 5 days a week.

“We also do other work such as
stand guard daily, get horses ready
for officers to ride, help exercise
the horses each day, tend to minor
equine ailments and rasp teeth,”
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All machinery, steel and equipment is for sale.

Total inventory must go.
All reasonable offers considered.

Contact Mike Mobley,
Black Diamond Shoe Co., Inc.
(612) 445-2325

838 E. 4th St., Shakopee, MN 55379

Circle Reader Service No. 594
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BALANCING OOVES. British Army farrier apprenlices are taught to

balance feet from the metacarpal and to use a T-square on the front
feet. They prefer this method because it allows them to get shoes to
wear evenly and they balance the feet rather than simply leveling them.

says Sgt. Ivon Bell, a farrier and
member of the airborne gunners
who served in the Falkland Islands
war.

“The daily ceremonies always
come first and our farrier work has
to be done around this.

“Most horses get routine exer-
cise starting at 7 a.m. They leave in
batches of 50 horses for exercise
on the streets of downtown Lon-
don. Army personnel normally ride
one horse and lead another, so a
batch of 50 horses going out needs
25 riders, often including farriers

who must take their turn.”

The Household Cavalry is prob-
ably the only operation in the
world where emphasis is placed
100% on road shoeing. All ceremo-
nial parade work and exercising is
carried out on the streets of down-
town London.

3 To 4 Week Shoeing

Since shoes wear fast on the
streets, horses are routinely shod
every 3 or 4 weeks. They wear ex-
tremely heavy shoes as light shoes
don’t last long under London street
conditions. About 75% of the
shoes are keg shoes.

“A big problem with lots of
heavy road work is the needed
moisture does not get into the
hooves,” says Bell. “Consequently,
the frogs become very, very hard
because of the beating the feet con-
tinually take on the pavement. ..

“Nobody else in the world is
doing what we do with these
Household Cavalry horses for cer-
emonies, parades, etc.”

These farriers rarely use pads.
“The disadvantage is pads get very
dry since there is a lack of mois-
ture in the hoof with these road
horses,” says Bell. “We use wide
webbed shoes, so we normally
don’t need pads.

“The hoof can become exces-
sively brittle and dry, even though
it is hard. Plus, the ceremonial
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TOEING KNIFE. Made from old
Army bayonets, these are used to
trim tough, hard hooves. From all
of the street work, hooves be-
come very, very strong.

“We use toeing knives instead
of nippers to trim hard hooves,”
explains the Household Cavalry’s
Sgt. Ivon Bell. “The sole is often
hard and there is a lot of it be-
cause of the concussion on the
pavement. You can’t cut this hard
sole with a normal hoof knife.”

horses get scrubbed all the time
which doesn’t help the hoof.

“We use lots of egg bar shoes for
low, weak heels and the soft feet on
horses arriving from Melton
Mowbray in Leicestershire where

“We really have to watch
the amount of heat we
expose a hoof to...”

the Army School of Farriery is
based. Horses are also shod with
rocker bar shoes to treat degenera-
tive bone disease.”

All horses are hot shod which
creates even more moisture con-
cerns. “With the big, thick shoes
we use, there is a considerable
amount of heat,” Bell says. “This
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BUSY PREP TIME. It takes 2 hours
to prepare and harness the
Clydesdale horses which carry
the heavy sets of drums in the
daily downtown London parades.

THE SIGAFOOS SERIES™
ONE GLUE-ON HORSE SHOE

¢ Highly dependable glue-on horse
shoe designed specifically for
horses competing under the most
strenuous of conditions.

¢ Not only eliminates the use of
nails, but significantly aids in

the support of weak or damaged
hooves.

e Significantly strengthens and
improves the longevity of hoof
reconstruction.

e Provides concavity, sole protection
and cushioning for flat, easily
bruised hooves.

¢ Will not damage the hoof wall if
the shoe is pulled due to over-
reaching and, in most cases, will
continue to provide wall protection
after the shoe is lost.

EQUISET ADHESIVE SYSTEMS

¢ An acrylic adhesive system for

use with THE SIGAFOOS SERIES
ONE SHOES and any other
applica\tionI where you are currently
using acrylic adhesive.
614-836-7511 « Offered at the lowest available price.

302-C LOWERY CT. ¢ P.O. BOX 115 * GROVEPORT, OHIO 43125

800-300-9474

Circle Reader Service No. 612
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SHOEING SCHEDULING. Farrier
checks are made of the horses
each Friday morning. “We break
up into two teams and go through
all 200 horses while they are still
in their stalls after morning exer-
cise,” says Sgt. Ilvon Bell. “From
these examinations, we make up
a shoeing list for the next week.”

takes additional moisture out of
the hoof and the white line can dis-
integrate.

“Some of our apprentices may
heat a shoe five times to get it to fit
right. So we have to really watch
the amount of heat we expose a
hoof to.”

Bell says lameness is no more of
a problem with road horses than
for horses used in other ways.
While some people think road
work causes corns, Bell finds this
isn’t true.

“We usually don’t get laminitis
problems in the Army horses as we
really watch our forages and what
the horses are fed,” says Bell.

No Traction For Road Work

“We don’t use calks,” says Bell.
“We never raise anything above
the shoe. A little tungsten plug is
all that’s needed to give a real good
grip on the London streets. We nor-
mally put one plug in each heel so
they don’t wear out as quickly. We
also use tungsten tipped nails on
the hind feet to give a better grip.”
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