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TOE CRACKS

More often than not, the reason horse-
owners keep us as their horseshoers and
don't change over to the new, local
“wonder farrier” is some small thing we
noticed or did for them. We all know
that the last shoer was terrible and that
we have done a pretty good job. But it
seems as if owners always feel that there
is someone out there who can make su-
per movers out of their horses, so that
their horses will pin blue every time they
enter the ring.

If you want to keep their loyalty, you
have to do more than keep shoes on
their horses and get to their barns on
time. You have to do something for
them every once in a while that wasn’t
asked for or charged for | am not talk-
ing about big things. But horseowners
will appreciate a little extra thoughtful-
ness now and then on your part.

One thing that takes very little time
and costs you nothing is nailing up toe
cracks. Most of the cracks | have seen
were caused by neglect. That is, the un-
shod foot was allowed to grow too long
and physically pried the wall apart.
Normally a good trimming will stop
most cracks. | used to believe that burn-
ing a half moon at the top of the crack
would stop the crack from going high-
er, but I no longer have faith in that
treatment. How many times have you
seen a ladder of rasp notches or burns up
a toe, and the crack just ignored all of
these so-called crack stoppers? I've seen
and been responsible for quite a few.

No, unless simply keeping the foot
short was going to do it in the first
place, I don't think the notch or hole on
top of a crack is good enough. | feel
that you have to hold the crack togeth-
er mechanically. If the horse is to be

1. Toe cracks that have reached the
coronary band will never really go
away, but they can be kept closed.

By Bruce B. Daniels

shod, a wide web shoe that won't spread,
with some quarter clips, is one nice way
to keep the crack from working its way
up. But many times it's the turnouts
that have the worst toe cracks, and it's
hard to clip a barefoot horse.

There are two methods I like to use
to stop toe cracks. Sometimes | take an
old aluminum shoe and hammer out a
piece 2” or 2%,” long by % x % ” punch
or drill a hole on each end, and screw it
to the foot across the crack with %”
pan-head screws. This takes a little time
but is definitely worth the effort.

A simpler and much quicker way to
stop the crack is to nail it shut. I can’t
say it is as good as a plate, but it is effec-
tive. | had my heart in my throat when |
nailed up my first crack, but I've always
felt, “No guts, no glory,” so | went on
with it.

The problem in driving nails into the
wall from the outside is that the nail
wants to turn out as soon as it gets
started. The reason for this is that the
nail is designed to enter the soft inner
wall, go straight, catch on the inner side
of the hard outer wall, and then turn
out. So nailing up a crack from the out-
side just reverses that process. To over-
come this inclination in the nail it is
necessary to burn or cut a small hole of
about %” or %” in the wall on either
side of the crack. The hole should be
deep enough to penetrate the hard
outer wall, so that the nail will start in
the soft inner wall as it was meant to
do. Also, by burning a hole in the wall it
gives a nice broad surface to fold the
nail around when you hammer the
clinch down.

In a pinch, you take a hoof knife,
hammer the face of the blade into the
wall, and make a nice starting point for
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2. Two holes being burned into the 3. Don't place the holes too close to the
hoof at the same time, with a hot crack or the wall will be pulled loose;

pony shoe. if the holes are placed too far from
the crack, the nail won't reach.
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FARRIERS SUPPLY

‘“Every item a farrier needs”’
P.O. Box 120 » Mt. Eden, Kentucky * 40046

(Highway 53, 12 miles south of Shelbyville, Kentucky)

DEALERS: Call for prices on leather pads,
aprons, and Bellota rasps.

Write or Call
(502) 738-5552

Price List upon request

4. When driving the nail in, make cer-
tain you aim for the other hole.

—SPECIAL

5/16 x 3/4 Blanks
equal to size O Diamond Shoe
$1.00/per pair

Write or call (502) 738-5552

Direct distributors from the manufacturer:

® Capewell * GE ® Nicholson

® Diamond e Anvil Brand ® Mustad

e Bellota e Enderes ® Victory

e Thoro-bred e Triple Crown e Many More
e Cooper Nails

Circle Reader Service Card No. 122
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5. The nail wants to be long enough to
be able to get a strong clench.

6. With both ends of the nail clenched
over and the foot rasped off, the job
is finished. Some plastic wood will
dress the foot up.

pr— O SURE AND WORK THE HORSE  se—

HOOF CARE

Nationally distributed by
MADOW Farrier Supplies
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PINE TAR—Excellent for treatment of
corns, quarter cracks, split hooves,
hard frogs, etc. Combats fungicidal
and bacterial infections; aids in mak-
ing hoofs elastic and flexible, speeds
up normal hoof development.

VENICE TURPENTINE—Aids in reliev-
ing discomfort and soreness resulting
from quarter cracks, split hooves, etc.
Paint directly into affected area for
fast pain relief.

Circle reader service card no. 108

your nail. In as much as | work with trot-
ters alot and have to put toe-weights on
occasionally, | carry a small push drill.
This handy little tool will let you bore a
nice pilot hole from either side of the
hoof wall. If the crack is wide enough,
you can see the drill come out and in-
sure that you are lined up properly.

As for the nail, some nail shanks are
very bulky near the head and may re-
quire thinning. To thin out the shank
near the head, hold the nail by the
point on the edge of the anvil and let
the nail head lie in the hardy hole.
Then thin the shank out near the head
with your hammer. This lets the nail
bend nicely and form a hard clinch
without ripping the wall up. As for the
size of the nail, what you would usually
use for the shoe is about right for the
crack.

Take your time driving the nail in.
Sometimes it is wise to start from one
side and then pull it out and come in
from the other side. That way you have
a good exit hole prepared. If the horse
is standing on a smooth surface, put
your foot next to his to keep from
sliding him across the floor.

Once the nail is in simply cut off the
ends and clench both ends in. If you

really want to see the crack close, take
your pull-offs and, catching the ends of
both clinches, squeeze them in. Don't
overdo this, though, or you will start
two more toe cracks. Finish the job off
with your rasp and you're done.

A little airplane glue and some plastic
wood will cover the job nicely and will
leave the horse with no more toe crack
and, we hope, an impressed owner. 3~
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EVERYTHING for the PROFESSIONAL
FREE CATALOG
(203) 824-5154
E. CANAAN CONN. 06024

Circle reader service card no. 168

YANT

MANUFACTURING

Tools & Equipment
For Farriers
Veterinarians &
Horsemen

e Aluminum Tool Boxes

¢ Farriers Hand Tools

* Hot Work Tools

¢ Restraint EQuipment

* Centrifugal Blowers &
Controls (12v & 115v)

* Hoof Instruments

* Top Tools

* Veterinary Instruments

Catalogue & Distributor Sales.
Send $1.00 for our catalogue
and Dealer/ Distributor list.

QUALITY THAT LASTS!!

Yant Manufacturing

124 Racquette Dr.

Ft. Collins,Colorado 80524
303/482-0498

Circle reader service card no. 118
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